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Percy Hedley School’s  

Family Information and FOPHS News 2nd October 2026 

 

 

 

Donate to GNR Team 
Robinson 2026 here 

 

It has been more autumnal this week as we move 
to October. High winds and fluctuating 

temperatures as expected for this time of year. 
Although my personal favourite season is Spring, 
the changing colours on trees and conkers make 

autumn spectacular too. 

 

16-19 Bursary Final call 

Thanks to those who have returned the 
applications. I have texted those which are 

outstanding yesterday. 

If you are in receipt of Universal Credit or your 
household income is less than £40,000 your child 

will be eligible for the discretionary bursary. I 
have sent text reminders to those who have not 
applied. If you have not and are eligible, please 

contact me immediately. Once the bursary (lump 
sum) is received and allocated we cannot accept 

new applications. 

If your child is claiming Universal Credit and PIP in 
their own name or is in Local Authority Care they 
will be eligible for the vulnerable bursary. If this 

is true for your child and you have not applied, 
again please contact me immediately. 

If you have any questions, I am here to help. 

For more information on the bursary visit here 

 

 

School Calendars 

 

 
Term dates 2026-27 

 
Events calendar   

2026-2027 
 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/richard-robinson-5?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/richard-robinson-5?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.gov.uk/1619-bursary-fund
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2025/12/2026-27-PHS-Calendar-v1.pdf
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2026/10/PHS-Events-Calendar-2026-2027-V4.pdf
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2026/10/PHS-Events-Calendar-2026-2027-V4.pdf
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Before I list the events, I want to explain how the parental events seem to be 
working out. We have new pathways reflecting the way school operates in terms of 

meeting student needs. 

These are: 
EYFS; our early years provision. 

Pre-formal 

Informal 

Semi formal 

Formal. 

Early years may have their own events or link with others in future. 

Pre formal, semi formal and Informal may combine lower and upper school classes 

Post 16 semi formal and formal will have their own events. 

 

Here is the list of classes and pathways: 

EYFS/KS1: KB 

Pre Formal: CH, AH, HF 

Informal: LT/HL, BE 

Semi formal: CC, HB, RC, MM/HT, RR, LA, RD/RM 

Formal: HR, KJ, TW, AJ, KR JH, LWC, OW 
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What’s coming up? 

I will highlight events to which parents/carers are invited. 

On the events calendar you will find dates highlighted as follows: 

Student Events in school 

Parents welcome 

Special menu for school lunch 

Friday 2nd October: Harvest festival with visit from Rev Sarah Moon (semi formal 
pathway) 

Tuesday 6th October: Harvest festival with visit from Rev Sarah Moon (pre formal 
pathway) 

Wednesday 7th October: Harvest festival with visit from Rev Sarah Moon (formal 
pathway) 

Thursday 8th October 14-15.00: Formal pathway classes (not Post 16). Parents 
invited 

Friday 9th October: Hello Yellow for Young Minds wellbeing day 

Monday 12th October: Animal encounters visit to school 

Tuesday 13th October: Spanish themed menu will replace the normal school lunch 
menu 

Thursday 15th October 14-15.00: Semi formal pathway AND Post 16 (semi formal 
and formal classes) coffee afternoons.     Parents invited 

Tuesday 20th October 14-18.00. My Journey; My Future event for the whole school. 

Parents invited 

Wednesday 21st October 9.45-10.45. FoPHS Meeting. Parents invited 
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Harvest Festival collection. 

School is collecting donations for the Peoples Kitchen and would greatly appreciate 
your support. Below is a list of items they are most in need of. If you can help, 

please send donations into school. 

The following letter will be sent home today: 

 

 

https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2026/10/Harvest-Festival-2026-letter.pdf
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Hello Yellow for Young Minds 

Next Friday 9th October the school will participate. Letter is going home today.  

Here is a copy: 

 

 

Online Safety Information:  

The link to the Online safety information can be found on the school website under 
the heading “Parent and carers area”, then “online safety” from the dropdown menu.  

View the online safety blogs here 

And view all information about online safety at PHS here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2026/10/Hello-Yellow-celebration-091026.pdf
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/weekly-newsletter/online-safety-blogs/
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/e-safety/
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This week I thought I would focus on online workshops for parent/carers. 

I frequently share these workshops and, as I have attended and had 
recommendations from other parents am happy to endorse. They offer 2 free 

webinars on “Making decisions” and “Planning for the future”. Both are important 
issues which will affect most of our students and their families. 

You can also request a download of the Wills and Trusts guide. 

Planning for the Future: 

This covers planning for your young person’s financial future. This webinar is 
repeated fortnightly and here are links to the next few: 

Thursday 8th October 10.30-12.00 

Thursday 22nd October 10.30-12.00 

Thursday 5th November 10.30-12.00 

Making decisions: 

This covers issues relating to decision making for your young person once they are 
over the age of 16. I can’t emphasise enough the importance of parents 

understanding the Mental Capacity Act and how it affects any decision once your 
child is an adult. This webinar is only done approximately twice a year. The next 

one will be on 

Tuesday 13th October 10.30-12.00 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mencaps-planning-for-the-future-webinar-tickets-1977271744013?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&_gl=1*1iz84rp*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTUwODMwMTg2MC4xNzkwNjkwMjA0*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3OTA2OTAyMDMkbzEkZzAkdDE3OTA2OTAyMDMkajYwJGwwJGgwJGRvT1h5TlRRRm5XeHF6WDY2Y0V1cmFaX1Zuel93NTl0VnZR
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mencaps-planning-for-the-future-webinar-tickets-1977271754043?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&_gl=1*1aos08l*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTUwODMwMTg2MC4xNzkwNjkwMjA0*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3OTA2OTAyMDMkbzEkZzAkdDE3OTA2OTAyMDMkajYwJGwwJGgwJGRvT1h5TlRRRm5XeHF6WDY2Y0V1cmFaX1Zuel93NTl0VnZR
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mencaps-planning-for-the-future-webinar-tickets-1977271758055?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&_gl=1*cpuu8d*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTUwODMwMTg2MC4xNzkwNjkwMjA0*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3OTA2OTAyMDMkbzEkZzAkdDE3OTA2OTAyMDMkajYwJGwwJGgwJGRvT1h5TlRRRm5XeHF6WDY2Y0V1cmFaX1Zuel93NTl0VnZR
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mencaps-decision-making-webinar-tickets-1977392964587?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&_gl=1*isev19*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTUwODMwMTg2MC4xNzkwNjkwMjA0*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3OTA2OTAyMDMkbzEkZzAkdDE3OTA2OTAyMDMkajYwJGwwJGgwJGRvT1h5TlRRRm5XeHF6WDY2Y0V1cmFaX1Zuel93NTl0VnZR
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This charity has a range of free webinars which are available to UK residents free of 
charge. 

You will find the full list, which may be updated at any stage here:  

Here are some of the themes coming up: 

Understanding sleep difficulties in Autism Thursday 15th October 10-11.30 

Social Stories Monday 19th October 12.30-13.30 

Communicating with Autistic teenagers Monday 2nd November 12-14.00 

Understanding Autism Tuesday 13th January 2027 11.30-13.00 

 

 

 

 

FREE Family Workshops this October!* 

We have limited spaces on the following online workshops, delivered on Zoom 
between 9:45 AM - 1 PM for parents and carers. 

- No Diagnosis Required - 

Eating & Nutrition - 1st Oct 

Supporting Emotional Regulation & Behaviour - 2nd Oct 

Change & Transition - 13th Oct 

- Autism Diagnosis Required - 

Autism & Wellbeing - 6th Oct 

https://www.ttht.co.uk/training-workshops-and-events/webinars/
https://www.ttht.co.uk/event/sleep-webinar/
https://www.ttht.co.uk/event/social-stories-webinar-2/
https://www.ttht.co.uk/event/communicating-with-autistic-teenagers/
https://www.ttht.co.uk/event/understanding-autism-webinar/
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Next Steps: Autistic Teenagers (Parent session) - 23rd Oct 

Next Steps: Autistic Children (Parent session) - 29th Oct 

Call our Workshops Team on 0345 300 1348 or click to apply bit.ly/4hw56B3 

Note: 2 free workshops per family per annum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/4hw56B3?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe-oJBIG1XHbl83XVW56JQYXWkgV3wgA0RJjq3RjHMyNtW9h-na4wgSntsRCg_aem_sRsu5TG-ttHNAL--U_o0Mg
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There are various webinars covered by this charity. However, they tend to be funded 
by different Local Authorities, hence open to residents living in that area. 

I will share any I see which are for our area but here is the link to the page. 

 

 

SOS SEN is a national charity that aims to empower parents and carers of children 
and young people with SEND to successfully tackle the difficulties they face when 

trying to secure the right educational provision for their children. 

They do run online webinars usually in the evenings. There is often a small charge 
for these.  

Visit here for more details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/contact-for-families-with-disabled-children-30408570330
https://sossen.org.uk/services/webinars/
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Half term and Hallowe’en will soon be here. I will try to find and share related 

activities. Over the next few weeks. 

 

Whitehouse Farm 

OUR HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR 2026 BEGINS OCTOBER 10TH!  

We have a fang-tastic line-up ready for you this year… and there’s SO much to get 
excited about! See here for the full line-up!  

NEW for 2026: 

Pirate Games – can your crew conquer the challenges? 

ARRRR YOU GUILTY? – our hilarious new family comedy show! 

Plus all the Halloween favourites you know and love…  

Pick your own pumpkin in our INDOOR Pumpkin Patch 

Get creative at the Pumpkin Carving Station 

Join Witches & Wizards School 

Watch our Spooktacular Show 

Brave the Walkway of Terror 

Meet some spooky characters 

Capture the perfect Halloween photo 

Join Winnie Witch for Halloween Storytime & songs 

https://whitehousefarmcentre.digitickets.co.uk/category/75862?navItem=1334242&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEepHS-4NQ5Tdo7rTloheY2Q7bpxM0itfLJHY8DlEpsab6qYgSK5x0zqTO_ST8_aem_onqicAtGVLA59DLZzudqWg
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Enter our Fancy Dress Competition 

And of course, all your favourite Farmtastic activities will be running too!  

10th, 11th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 23rd - 31st October – Halloween Spooktacular 
2026 

Open 10am–5pm 

Indoor & outdoor activities for all ages 

Whatever the weather, the spooky fun goes on! 

Tickets are on sale now - who’s brave enough to join us?!  

Click here for tickets 

See Whitehouse Farm’s website here 

 

Over the last few years Whitehouse Farm has upgraded it’s offer for those with 
physical and learning disabilities. There is a “Changing Place”, sensory room and 
you can hire sensory packs. However, on looking at ticket prices I was somewhat 

surprised to see that free carer tickets are no longer available. You need to purchase 
a Child plus carer or adult plus carer ticket and provide proof of being a carer, either 

professional or unpaid. 

Tickets:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://whitehousefarmcentre.digitickets.co.uk/category/75862?navItem=1334242&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEedtpBsvqyGVfMX7fL3LEymrZXZzt1v_tqvnGwrRQq-yef8v7GOvtK7Cq7liQ_aem_7jWNF0RWERDpfhvkdDWouA
https://whitehousefarmcentre.co.uk/
https://whitehousefarmcentre.digitickets.co.uk/event-tickets/38560?catID=28170&navItem=1334236
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Tim Lamb Centre 

I have covered previously, but here 
goes in case you missed it: 

Situated in the Rising Sun Country 
park (behind Asda Benton) this has 

an accessible play area, gaming, 
sensory, art and trampoline rooms 
and a café. Family Membership is 

£20 for the year with an additional 
£4 per child visiting. They also 

have access to 2 caravans which, 
once you have been a member for 

6 months you can book. 

There is a fully accessible changing 
facility with ceiling hoist too. 

Website:  

Facebook group:  

Memberships form:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://pathways4all.co.uk/tim-lamb-centre/
https://www.facebook.com/TimLambCentre
https://pathways4all.co.uk/tim-lamb-centre/membership/family-membership-form/
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Woodhorn Museum 

I have copied this from: 

Arborialis Luminarium by Architects of Air is heading to Woodhorn Museum in 
Northumberland this October Half Term 

Need to Know: 

Sat 24 - Thurs 29 Oct 2026 

You must book a ticket to visit. Ticket booking opens soon - sign up to the North 
East Museums mailing list to be the first to hear 

FREE for under 18s (under 16s need to be accompanied) 

Included with a Woodhorn annual pass for adults at no additional cost (if you 
don't already own one, an annual pass costs £9-£11 per adult & as well as this 

event, can be used to visit Woodhorn for a full year) 

Fully wheelchair accessible 

Daily relaxed sessions available 

You need to remove your shoes - warm socks are recommended 

Other activities you can enjoy at Woodhorn before / after your visit at no 
additional cost include a Pumpkin Trail, Pitman Playground, Sensory Garden, 
Pitman:The Exhibition, Northumberland History / Interactive Mining Museum, 

Mining for Memories Craft & Museum Trolley Activities for Under 5s 

There's also a cafe on site 

What to expect - a giant & immersive walk through piece of art filled with colour, 
light and sound. A real feast for the senses and an experience I would certainly 

recommend. I found it to be super calming and kind of out of this world. The photos 
in this post are from a similar event I attended last year. 
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Alan Shearer Centre 

There are a few sessions over half term. They must be booked. Please see posters 
for details. If you have yet to visit, perhaps half term would be worth having a look. 
It is situated 5 minutes’ drive from the A1 Denton Burn/A69 roundabout and is in a 
cul de sac making it safe for very active children. Membership is free and there are 

lots of different rooms you can book, although a limit on how many per month. 
There’s an outside play area, a small woodland walk and a hydrotherapy pool. If 
you’ve been watching the news you will know they are fundraising for a second 
pool as it is in high demand, being the only one I know of that is free of charge. 

They have a changing place style facility and a café. 

Website:  

Facebook group:  

Membership form:  

Phone number: 0191 267 8118 

There are 2 Autumn Sensory Bottle workshops on Saturday and Sunday 24/25 
October from 11-12.00. See link here for details. 

https://stcuthbertscare.org.uk/our-services-alan-shearer-centre/asac-explore-our-centre/
https://www.facebook.com/AlanShearerCentre
https://stcuthbertscare.org.uk/our-services-alan-shearer-centre/asac-membership-form-single-member/
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/19Z7qgwpzs/
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NAPI - North East Action for Children Parents and Inclusion CIO 1161983 

is with Walker Central FC Official and Walker Park Cafe & Community Centre. 

 

NEW WALKER WARRIORS SESSIONS!  

Walker Central FC, in partnership with NAPI, is launching Pan Disability Football 
sessions for young people aged 9–15. 

A welcoming and inclusive environment where players can: 

Develop football skills 

Make new friends 

Build confidence 

Have fun! 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069467028568&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZjY6y87RWWDcGXwFJ8ws1xA5jxJWbK7B_DsG-hgW04Ai7QyK8BvKJwYli8T0mWeg9FFOU4Ee2Lxs-EIQO96MGa6IHSkZ7kZA9bC83YsIATjHpGmrqRQKJz3lPFIArTOFqeKKU9HOh0FaLNi9JZBZ8hCKRmk_xTh3tAUehoFwo9YoNSiZ7tx86CcPuQ&__tn__=-%5dC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057433989834&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZjY6y87RWWDcGXwFJ8ws1xA5jxJWbK7B_DsG-hgW04Ai7QyK8BvKJwYli8T0mWeg9FFOU4Ee2Lxs-EIQO96MGa6IHSkZ7kZA9bC83YsIATjHpGmrqRQKJz3lPFIArTOFqeKKU9HOh0FaLNi9JZBZ8hCKRmk_xTh3tAUehoFwo9YoNSiZ7tx86CcPuQ&__tn__=-%5dC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574917596284&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZjY6y87RWWDcGXwFJ8ws1xA5jxJWbK7B_DsG-hgW04Ai7QyK8BvKJwYli8T0mWeg9FFOU4Ee2Lxs-EIQO96MGa6IHSkZ7kZA9bC83YsIATjHpGmrqRQKJz3lPFIArTOFqeKKU9HOh0FaLNi9JZBZ8hCKRmk_xTh3tAUehoFwo9YoNSiZ7tx86CcPuQ&__tn__=-%5dC%2CP-R
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Walker Central FC, Walker, Newcastle 

Date: TBC – new sessions starting soon! 

Interested in getting involved? 

admin@napi.org.uk 

0191 265 6158 

Get in touch to register your interest and be the first to hear when dates are 
confirmed!  

Please share and help spread the word!  

Here is a link to their Facebook page where there are other opportunities: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069467028568
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Super 1S Cricket sessions. 

See poster for details of these free sessions. 
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Cerebral Palsy Sport are planning a FREE multisport event in Gateshead, during 
half term, 28th October 2026. All ages and disabilities are welcome. See poster 

below for details 
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We warmly invite you to join us at our next meeting. This will be on Wednesday 
21st October from 9.45-10.45. If you would prefer to join online, please let me 

know and I will set up TEAMS. 

We will be planning for the year ahead and would like your suggestions. We will 
also be looking for volunteers to help at events. Our Chair, Hannah will discuss 

tentative plans with the school’s leadership team before the meeting. 

Want to know more about FoPHS? We raise funds to enhance the learning 
experience for all students.  

Have a look at these Newsletters: 

Support FoPHS – News and Updates 2026 

Support FoPHS – News and Updates 2025 

 

Team Robinson GNR 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/news/support-fophs-news-and-updates-july-2026/
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/news/support-friends-of-percy-hedley-school-at-the-great-north-run/
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My wonderful husband Richard, daughter Aisling and son in law Brandon 

completed this last month and their fundraising total is £906, not including gift aid. 
If you sponsored, thank you. These funds will help us continue supporting school, 

something that remains important to our family 9 years after my son Niall left PHS. 

Here is the link to their page: 

Here’s the family celebrating another special event which had an impact on their 
training (Team Robinson’s goal has always focused on funds over PB’s) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook page 

This is a closed group for family and friends of 
Percy Hedley School, where you can share 
news and updates about school life. It is not for 
external professionals who may be working 
with families. To join, you need to answer the 
question stating your link with school. 

Please note: this group is for sharing news and 
updates about school life and is not intended to discuss any issues around 
individual students, and as such all comments are moderated. If you have a 
particular issue or concern, please contact school directly on 0191 216 1811. 

Join the Facebook Group here 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/richard-robinson-5?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.facebook.com/groups/828431667660413
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My October linked quote for the week/month: 

The end of the summer is not the end of the world; here’s to October. 

AA Milne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:e.robinson@percyhedley.org.uk

