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Percy Hedley School’s  

Family Information and FOPHS News 16th October 2026 

 

 

 

With just 1 week left of this half term I hope 
that you have found these weekly 

Newsletters helpful. I always appreciate 
feedback, positive and negative along with 

suggestions on how to improve them. 
It has been a busy week, with 2 departmental 
coffee afternoons and we also had Rev Sarah 
Moon in doing a Harvest festival assembly. 

 
Just to reiterate that the “My Journey My 

Future” event on Tuesday 20th is for the whole 
school. Providers invited are there to give you 

an opportunity to see them in one place, to 
answer questions and provide information 

about their service. We hope to see you there. 
 

What’s coming up? 
I have shared information on the pathways 

with you. I am leaving the colour coding 
below to help you see what events are open 

to parents. 
On the events calendar you will find dates 

highlighted as follows: 
Student Events in school 

Parents welcome 
Special menu for school lunch 

 
Tuesday 20th October 14-18.00. My Journey; 

My Future event for the whole school. 
Parents invited Find a letter about it here 

 
Wednesday 21st October 9.45-10.45. FoPHS 
Meeting. Parents invited Find a letter about 

it here 
 

Friday 23rd October: School closes at 15.30 
for half term and reopens on Monday 2nd 

November. 
 

School Calendars 

 
Term dates 2026-27 

 
Events calendar   

2026-2027 
 

Term Dates 2027-
2028 

https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Letter-parents-providers-event.pdf
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/FoPHS-Meeting-211026-1.pdf
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/FoPHS-Meeting-211026-1.pdf
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2025/12/2026-27-PHS-Calendar-v1.pdf
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2026/10/PHS-Events-Calendar-2026-2027-V4.pdf
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2026/10/PHS-Events-Calendar-2026-2027-V4.pdf
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2026/10/2027-28-PHS-Calendar-v1.pdf
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2026/10/2027-28-PHS-Calendar-v1.pdf


 

2 
 

 

Harvest Festival collection 

 

 

 

 

School is still collecting donations for 
the Peoples Kitchen, and we greatly 
appreciate your support. Below is a 

list of items they are most in need of. 
If you can help, please send 

donations into school by Friday 23rd 
October. You can send them in with 
your child or drop them at reception. 
The collection box is filling up nicely. 

The collection is growing nicely; it is 
good for us to think about those who 

are struggling as the winter 
approaches. 
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Online Safety Information:  

The link to the Online safety information can be found on the school website under 
the heading “Parent and carers area”, then “online safety” from the dropdown menu.  

Here is the Online Safety blog this week, all around new age checks online and the 
latest Ofcom report on it! 

View the online safety blogs here 

And view all information about online safety at PHS here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/weekly-newsletter/online-safety-blogs/
https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/percy-hedley-school/e-safety/
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Proposed changes to SEN support 

The government has produced a white paper outlining the changes. These have not 
yet been made law. I thought that this week I would use this section to signpost 

parents/carers to charities and specialist organisations who are knowledgeable and 
some are challenging the changes. 

However, it is important to share what the government is proposing. You can find 
all the information here: 

 

Where can you go to find out more? 

IPSEA: Independent provider of specialist education advice. 

IPSPEA: Don’t Jump the SEND Law Gun 

Contact-for families of Disabled Children with The Disabled Children’s Partnership 

Special Needs Jungle 

Special Needs Jungle – the Government Must Now Listen More 

Disabled Children’s Partnership 

 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/05/schools-white-paper-what-parents-need-to-know-about-changes-to-the-send-system/#:~:text=The%20changes%20will%20mean%20children,child%20can%20achieve%20and%20thrive.
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/05/schools-white-paper-what-parents-need-to-know-about-changes-to-the-send-system/#:~:text=The%20changes%20will%20mean%20children,child%20can%20achieve%20and%20thrive.
https://www.ipsea.org.uk/blog/send-reforms-we-need-a-system-thats-accountable-and-meets-individual-needs
https://www.ipsea.org.uk/blog/dont-jump-the-send-law-gun-the-law-has-not-changed
https://contact.org.uk/about-contact/news-and-views/fight-for-ordinary-disabled-childrens-partnerships-new-campaign-launches-today/
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/guardian-prints-campaigns-open-letter-clear-people-lived-experience-dont-want-lose-send-righ/
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/government-must-now-listen-more-100000-people-who-do-not-want-lose-send-rights/
https://disabledchildrenspartnership.org.uk/send-reform-latest/
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I will include any half term activities I have not yet shared. I will also do a run down 
of Winter light trails in the area. These tend to be appropriate for many of our 

students as they are accessible and 

Northern Lights Newcastle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Friday 20th November to Thursday 31st December at Leazes Park this is what it 
is: 

“Northern Lights Newcastle is a spectacular kilometre-long Christmas light trail at 
Leazes Park, transforming the city park into a glowing winter wonderland. Wander 
through the immersive light installations, uncover hidden moments of magic and 
explore our vibrant Christmas Village offering festive food, drinks and fairground 

fun”. 

Cost: children under 2 years free of charge. 

Find out more here 

 

https://northernlightsnewcastle.com/
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I have found a 20% discount using code LIGHT20 if booked via their website. You 
can change dates with 24 hours’ notice at no extra charge. 

Accessibility information here: 

 

Forest of Light: Beamish Hall 

From Friday 21st November to Sunday 3rd January at beamish Hall Durham, costing 
£12-£13. There is a SEN reduced capacity option at £12. Infants under 1 year old 

free of charge. 

This is not an accessible event as it is via forest trails. 

“Our Forest of Light is a captivating illuminated experience set within our enchanted 
ancient woodland. We have created a world filled with illuminations, music, 

interactive props and projections to dazzle and amaze”. 

Find tickets here 

Tickets are non-refundable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://northernlightsnewcastle.com/plan-your-visit/accessibility/
https://beamish-hall.digitickets.co.uk/event-tickets/78515?catID=73560&
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Alnwick Garden and Lilledorei: 

You can get a combined ticket for the winter lights at both Alnwick Garden and 
Lilledorei 

“Winter Lights are back again this year. Not only can you see the light trail in The 
Alnwick Garden, an immersive experience of light and sound with installations, you 

can also see the lights around Lilidorei! 
 

See The Garden and Lilidorei like never before and experience the perfect winter 
tradition this Christmas”. 

There is a changing place at the Alnwick Garden and the trail is accessible 

Ticket prices vary, from £11.50-£20.50. They are tiered in Saver, Standard and 
Premium depending on day, date and time. Max cards are accepted. 

More information here: 

 

 

 

 

 

This one is not a light trail, but a Snowman sculpture trail. 

 

Walking with The Snowman at Belsay Castle and Gardens. 

Free entry for English Heritage members, from Saturday 7th November till Sunday 
10th January between 10-16.00 there is a Snowman trail. Adult membership is 

£14.50, children 0-4 years free and there are family memberships too. There is also 
a 15% online booking discount as I write. You do need to book the trail. Pick up a 

trail map as you enter. 

There is a café and a changing place toilet. 

 

https://www.alnwickgarden.com/events/winter-lights/
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Find out more here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Tyneside Disability Forum 

SEND FRIENDLY HALF TERM  

North Tyneside Disability Forum have spaces available in their youth sessions 
during October Half Term  

 

We have spaces left on our October Half Term sessions! Lots of Halloween fun and 
games planned for the week  

Spaces must be pre-booked, get in touch with Anna to get booked in 

 

 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/whats-on/belsay-hall-walking-with-the-snowman-sat-7-nov-to-sun-10-jan/
https://www.facebook.com/NTDFORUM?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZitA-6Zkm7dBj8sNPZ5lidB2lJ8VD3OzJawG2T0GZz7imhej7MkOn0GjNU-qXTMy5P9ootE89VOi--hkm-Gklgs5kMw7YsVM1mB35Lx3wiL1ao4hONJEAGeqLYvc27dtJGvpS2nMtEJbqytwdjUyIqbWk2JqnAbiJdmOZKauK7xQlle9l9bG2GxTa6hhvc&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Money Saving Central 

Places where kids eat free or for £1 in school holidays. This list is updated as and 
when new venues join. To see the latest version please visit:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-eat-free
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Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 21st October 9.45-10.45. Thanks to those 
who returned reply slips with suggestions. We will be planning and hope to have 

opportunities to fundraise at school enterprise fayres as plans emerge. We do have 
some plans and await response from our school leadership team and will update 

once we have confirmation. 

See a letter about it here 

In the meantime, if you can help decorate a Santa’s grotto in December, help at 
enterprise fayres, donate raffle prizes or anything we can use for a raffle please get 

in touch with me. 

 

100 Club 

Last year the uptake for the 100 club dropped significantly. The 100 club is a draw 
whereby 50% of money received is retained by FoPHS and the remaining 50% is 

given as prizes. Although we raised £282 the winner prize was £23.50 and we are 
unsure if we should continue. If 100 people paid £12 for the year: 

FoPHS would raise £600 

Each winner would receive £50. 

Some staff support too yet we only managed to get to 47 numbers. If we were to 
do it, what would you suggest? 

We are grateful to those who supported every year and to the parent who got 
several members of her family to subscribe too. 

IQ Christmas Cards 

https://www.percyhedley.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/FoPHS-Meeting-211026-1.pdf
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Most classes have got involved and students have designed their own Christmas 
card. We have done this for the last few years and parents/carers like to see their 

child’s design transformed. The ordering process this year is different. Original 
designs were sent to the company. They will scan and send us order forms. 

Parents/carers will order directly from them rather than through school. If you have 
a problem with online orders, once you receive your design please contact me and I 

will try to find a solution. 

Here is the link to the company if you are interested: 

 

Facebook page 

This is a closed group for family and friends of 
Percy Hedley School, where you can share 
news and updates about school life. It is not for 
external professionals who may be working 
with families. To join, you need to answer the 
question stating your link with school. 

Please note: this group is for sharing news and 
updates about school life and is not intended to discuss any issues around 
individual students, and as such all comments are moderated. If you have a 
particular issue or concern, please contact school directly on 0191 216 1811. 

Join the Facebook Group here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.iqcards.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/828431667660413
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As our Harvest celebrations continue, I thought this week’s quote apt: 

“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds that you plant”. 

Robert Louis Stevenson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:e.robinson@percyhedley.org.uk

